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[.ac du Bonnet District Museum

By Arlene Davidson

Locals and visitors interested in the

tich cultural history of the Lac du Bonnet
region can view displays of the past at the

Lac du Bonnet District Museum.

The lLac du Bonnet and District His-
torical Society keeps the museum open
to the public from May 17 to September
1, 2014.

In addition to old photographs
and historical documents, the museum
provides a journey back in time to the
early European settlements of the region,
offering visitors a glimpse of the way
people lived before electricity replaced
houschold appliances run by mechanical
gadgets and brute force.

Predating the European settlements,
the museum also offers visitors a chance
to see how the aboriginal people lived,
using stone implements such as arrow
heads and rock hammers to complete
daily tasks. Pottery shards unearthed
throughout the region are also on display
shuwing a variety of patterns which-at

one ume adornt,d complcrc vessels.
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agc, pawng mbutc 0 the settlers that

rustic charm.

The inside has been refinished in
pine slats proving a warm atmosphere in
which historical artefacts are rastefully
displayed. An addition to the building
also maintains the log exterior and pro-
vides additional floor space for offices
and a public washroom.

A corner of the museum has been
dedicated to the history of trapping,
which provided a livelihood to many
people in the early days. Traps and pelts
are displayed to provide insight into the
abundance of wildlife once sought for
their valuable furs.

In June, the Lac du Bonnet Museum
hosts an annual Old Fashioned Fam-
ily Picnic at Halliday Park, the beautiful
gmunds which surround the facility.
Museum board members, clad in century
costumes, invite the public to enjoy some
home baked goodies and fresh fruit,
while being entertained by local musi-
cians.

A new attraction at the museum for
2014, includes a display-of Latvian herit-

ie, John Homner and

people of region. The mystique of the
Wendigo has endured history and is
ingrained in the culture and traditions of
the region.

The stunning two sided carving was
created by Walter Kehler of Flma, who
used the natural form of the log, with in-
tricate details of totem animals brilliantly
embedded into the prized work of art.

The carving of the Wendigo was com-
missioned by the organizers of Lac du
Bonnet’s Fire & Water Festival, who have
inC()l‘pUl"erd the heaqr into the festivities

lhn. cu_auon was Ll(matu.l to the Town
and RM of Lac du Bonnet by the festival
organizers, and when the Lac du Bonnet
Historical Society heard that the Wendigo
was seeking a home, they proposed that it
be placed to rest at Halliday Park.

In addition to operating the museum,
the historical society also provides a walk-
ing tour of the Town of Lac du Bonnet
where visitors can follow route indicators
painted on the sidewalks that lead to 14
historic sites in the community,
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